unit was formulated the way it is. Where does it come from and what precisely is its function and meaning?
It has been suggested that Did. 3,1-6 is derived from a Jewish Apocryphon3) or was found in "some 'Testament' "4). J.P. AUDET, on the other hand, considers it futile to look for some other work as its source. He claims that it might have been composed in connection with education at home: pieces of advice and wisdom of older men, matured by experience, are transmitted to the younger generations). According to K. NIEDERWIMMER the material in Did. 3,1-6 is "chokmatisch" 6) and, consequently, he defines this section as "Teknon-Spruche". In this article special attention is paid to the recurring terminology and pattern of Did. 3,1-6 as compared with material in Rabbinic literature and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs. In section 1 it will be established that some wordings in this passage have their equivalents in Rabbinic literature and can be explained in the context of views and ideas which were very much alive in certain Jewish circles at the time. However, in order to get a better insight into the structure and style of Did. 3,1-6 as a whole we will turn to a tradition in the Palestinian Targum to the Decalogue and in T.Jud. 23,1-4 (section 2). It will become clear that the midrashic expansion to the Ten Words and the passage in T.Jud. 23,1-4 are closely related to the textual unit of Did. 3,1-6. Each of these traditions seems to reflect a similar pattern of exhortation, which, however, in each case was adapted for specific purposes (section 3). In
